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DiPS Advisory Boards - Information for potential members
During the DiPS Diaspora Grand Meeting in November, elections are held to select the members of the DiPS Advisory Boards. There are two boards, each consisting of five members and two standby members – one for the Afghan and one for the Somali diaspora. Members are elected for a period of two years.

What is DiPS?
Through the DiPS grant mechanism, Afghan and Somali Diaspora organizations in Denmark can apply for funding for projects to support communities in Afghanistan and Somalia. DiPS also offers trainings on a range of topics for diaspora organizations such as project management, organizational development and networking. Diaspora organizations are also invited to suggest topics for trainings that they find relevant. DiPS is funded by Danida.

What is the role of the DiPS Advisory Boards?
The main roles of the DiPS Advisory Board members are the following:
· Give advice and inputs to DiPS on concept notes (project applications) that diaspora organizations wish to have funded by DiPS, and reports from DiPS funded projects,
· Enhance transparency and accountability of DiPS toward the diaspora community,
· Provide programmatic inputs and recommendations to DiPS.
The Advisory Boards have a consultative role only. The decision on awarding funds to projects is made by the DiPS Executive Committee (ExCom).

Who can become members of the Advisory Boards?
To be eligible as an Advisory Board candidate, you must:
· Be part of the Afghan or Somali diaspora in Denmark (being part of a diaspora organization is not a requirement),
· Be committed to participate in four to six meetings per year, including preparing for one review meeting (you have to read and assess about 10-15 diaspora concept notes per review meeting),
· Speak and understand English, 
· Be able to see beyond your own interests and affiliations and work to support the diaspora as a whole,
· Accept that discussions are confidential and that a breach of confidentiality will lead to the exclusion from the Boards.

Women and young people are especially encouraged to put forward their applications to become a member to ensure a broad representation of the diaspora in the Boards.

Members who have participated in all meetings will receive a signed DRC certificate documenting their volunteer work with DRC (prior excuses with valid reasons are acceptable). Transportation costs will be reimbursed by DiPS (up to the cost of similar public transportation).

How to become a member of the DiPS Advisory Boards
If you would like to be a member of the DiPS Advisory Boards, you should complete this form and send it to diaspora@drc.ngo by Sunday November 12th, 2023, the latest.  

There will be an online information meeting on Monday 6th of November for interested applicants between 17:00 – 18:00 where DiPS and the old Advisory Board will talk about what it means to be a part of the Advisory Board.
All candidates are invited to participate in the Diaspora Grand Meeting. As part of the agenda, candidates will be invited to pitch for their candidacy during the DGM and speak briefly about who they are and why they would like to be a member. All candidacies will be shared with Diaspora Grand Meeting participants and featured on Facebook/website.
Transport is covered for candidates coming from Jutland and Funen upon receiving a copy of the ticket. The voting for the election will be done online to enable the broader Somali and Afghan community in Denmark participation in voting. You must be registered to vote, and the phone number is used as the personal identifier.

Visit www.pro.drc.ngo/dips or write to diaspora@drc.ngo for more information.

Application to become a DiPS Advisory Board member (Please note that this application will be made available on http://pro.drc.ngo/dips before the election).
· All information should be in English.
· Candidates accept that confidentiality, active participation in meetings, and preparation/follow-up is required for all members of the Advisory Boards.

Personal information*:




Photo



	Name
	

	Year of birth 
	

	Name of association
(if applicable)
	

	Postcode
	

	Email
	

	Telephone
	



*Only name, postal code and photo will be shared broadly prior to the election, the rest of the above information is only for DiPS

Candidate for Advisory Board for (mark with “x”)
	Afghan diaspora
	
	Somali diaspora
	



	Why do you want to be a member of the DiPS Advisory Board? 
Here you can describe what motivates you to become a member of the Advisory Board.

	(maximum 10 lines)


















	Why do you think that you would be a good DiPS Advisory Board member? 
Here you can include any relevant experiences or special skillsets you have or networks that you represent or are part of. 
This could for example be that you know many in the diaspora community in Denmark, knowledge of the context in Afghanistan or Somalia or professional/personal experiences.

	 (maximum 10 lines)
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